Abducens nerve palsy as the sole presenting symptom of petrous apicitis.
Petrous apicitis as a potentially fatal complication of suppurative otitis media presents in a variety of forms. Gradenigo's triad of abducens paralysis, deep facial pain due to trigeminal involvement and acute suppurative otitis media rarely occurs. The conflicting symptoms reported in the literature usually result in the delayed recognition of the condition with potentially disastrous consequences. The VIth nerve palsy is considered to be the least reliable sign as it is least often present. We present a case in which it was the sole presenting symptom.